
Walmart Supercenter at Oakwood Commons?  

Richard A. Sones, Ph.D.  

Colleagues, 
  
Yesterday an acquaintance of mine told me that Wal-Mart expects to 

close the store at Severance and locate a Supercenter (Wal-Mart + 
grocery store) at Oakwood Commons. When asked for the source of 

the information my acquaintance declined to give a name, but claimed 

that the source is a Wal-Mart employee. I cannot vouch for the 

accuracy of the information. 
  
However, I find the scenario plausible for several reasons: 
  
(1) The nearest Wal-Mart store (excluding the one at Severance) is 

more than 6 miles away, at Mayfield and SOM. The nearest 

Supercenters are about 7 miles away, on Rockside Road and at 

Steelyard Commons. The nearest Sam's Club (a Wal-Mart affiliate) is 
more than 9 miles away. 
  
(2) Mr. Schneider has made it clear that he is considering a grocery 

store. 
  
(3) There is plenty of space at Oakwood commons. Mr. Schneider 

estimates 325,000 square feet of retail on the SE land alone. The 

largest Wal-Mart Supercenter in the world is 260,000 square feet. 
  
(4) Mr. Schneider will not tell us what tenants he is considering. Last 
Thursday at the meeting of the SE Planning Commission, when asked 

directly by one of the board members what stores would occupy 

Oakwood Commons, he replied that they would be big-box or box 

stores like those at Severance, Eastgate, and so on. If Mr. Schneider is 
working out a deal with Wal-Mart then his need for secrecy would be 

understandable. The revelation that Oakwood Commons would 

decimate a nearby shopping center would be bad PR. And Wal-Mart is 

the most hated national chain store, with a veritable cottage industry 
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of Internet detractors. 
  
(5) Of the 11 shopping centers listed under "retail developments" on 

the FIP web site, 4 of them were built with Wal-Mart anchors (Wal-

Mart, Wal-Mart Supercenter, Sam's Club - see attached table). Mr. 
Schneider appears to have a close relationship with Wal-Mart. 
  
(6) Wal-Mart appears to be trying to improve its environmental image 

(see attached pdf), so it may want to play ball with Mr. Schneider's 

"green" shopping center concept. 
  
A Wal-Mart Superstore at Oakwood Commons would certainly hurt 

Dave's Foods, Zagara's, Giant Eagle and Target. It would have less 
effect on Whole Foods and Heinen's, I suppose. I don't know about 

Gordon Foods. I doubt that Severance could survive. 
  
Does anyone have information to suggest this is just paranoia? 
  
Rich 
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