
Rezoning OK'd
Schneider hopes to break ground for
0akwood Commons this September
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SOUTH EUCIID - Developer
Mitchell Schneider, moments
after gaining approval of a
zoning change for the former
Oakwood Country Club prop-
erty he owns off Warrensville
Center Road, said he hopes to
break ground on a shopping
center at the site as early as
September.

"We're hoping the Planning
(& Zoning) Commission ap-
proves our plans in 30-60 days
so we can start right away,"

S c h n e i d e r  s a i d  J u n e  2 7 ,
short ly after City Counci l
unanimously approved First
Interstate Properties' request
to rezone 40.7 acres of the
country club's 63 acres in
South Euclid from residential
to commercial use.

The rezoning ends a quest
Schneider began in January
after purchasing the property
for $1.8 million. He has an op-
t ion to purchase the more
than 90 acres of the counffy
club's property located with
Cleveland Heights.
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Along the way there has been
plenty of opposit ion from
Cleveland Heights and South
Euclid residents who want to
see the property remain in its
natural state. The protestors
also questioned whether the
area needs more stores (par-
ticularly a "big box" retailer,
of which Schneider said there
wi l l  be  a t  leas t  one) ,  and
spoke ou t  aga ins t  the  in -
creased traffic and pollution
they see accompanying the
development;

Before council voted June
27, Fran Mentch, the Cleve-
land He igh ts  woman who
leads the protest group Citi-
zens for Oakwood, said, "If it
is rezoned, Citizens for Oak-
wood will begin the referen-
dum process."

The group will attempt to
collect enough valid South Eu-
clid signatures to have the re-
zoning question put to voters
in November, but Schneider
said such action will come too
late.

"The land is  now zoned
commercial and we are now
enter ing  the  phase where
we'll be seeking our building
permits," Schneider said. "We
believe the voters of South
Euclid are squarely behind
this project and would be sup-
portive.

"But ,  by  September  we
hope to be building and we
will be 'grandfathered' from
any reversion by referen-
dum.tt

Schneider said he is confi-
dent the Planning & Zoning
Commiss ion  w i l l  l i ke  the
plans he will propose.

As for the stores that will
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protestors gathered June 27 outside South Euclid City Hall, demonstrating their feelingp against Flrct Interstate Properties' plan to develop the former

Oahrood Gountry Glub into a shopping center, Some of the protesters spoke against the proiect at the Clty Councll meeting held that evening but

council voted to rezone the property for commercial use.

make up Oakwood Commons,
Schneider, the developer of
Legacy Vi l lage, said, "Wq
have no lease ag*eements at
this time." He said he hopes
to have an announcement on
future tenants in 60-90 days.

Citizens for Oakwood mem-
bers picketed outside CitY
Hal l ,  1349 S.  Green Road,
prior to the council meeting.
Some addressed council be-
fore the vote.

"We don't need any more
shopping," said South Belvoir
Boulevard resident Kathy
Schaefer. "We already have
empty stores."

She also added, "When a
chi ld gets mowed down on
this street (due to increased
traffic on Warrensville Center

Road),  the blood wi l l  be on
council's hands and on Mitch-
ell Schneider's hands."

Cleveland Heights resident
Susan Miller said through the
various meetings held to dis-
cuss Oakwood development,
she had been "admonished"
for being a Cleveland Heights
resident and not being a South
Euclid resident.

"Some of (the protestors')
comments are met with defen-
siveness," she said of council.

Miller further stated coun-
cil should do more research
before voting, and the country
club is historical in that it
teaches about what can be
done in the face of discrimina-
tion.

"trt exists because the Jews

didn't get to golf with the gen-
tiles so (in 1905) they started
their own club," Miller said.

C o u n c i l  m e m b e r s  a n d
Mayor Georgine Welo, how-
ever, believe Oakwood Com-
mons will benefit the region.

"I t is going to be a show-
case," Welo said. ('It's going to
be green and beautiful and
something we're all proud of."

Schneider is giving 21 acres
of green property to South Eu-
clid as part of the deal. He is
also using environmentally
friendly building techniques.

"We're thrilled about the
green, sustainable aspects of
this development," he said. "It
will serve as a model for such
properties over a large geo-
graphical region."
See more South Euclld news at
cleveland.com/south.euclid. See
more Cleveland Heights news at
cleveland.com/cleveland.heights

Contact Piorkowski at
(21.6) 986-5862.
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