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South Euclid should Put a halt
to Oakwood rezoning Process

What is the rush to develoP
O a k w o o d  C o u n t r Y  C l u b ?
There are plentY of other uses
that could benefit the region
much more.

Instead of rushing to de-
velop a piece of land that onlY
comes along once-in'a-cen-
tury (or real lY once-in 'his-
tory),  why don't  we show a
little imagination? Is another
retail development reallY the
best use for that land? What is
yet another retail develoP'
ment going to do for the re'
gion anywaY? I t 's going to
cannibalize LegacY Village'
Cedar Center and Severance.
There are onlY so manY shoP-
pers in this region.

F o r  e x a m P l e ,  w e  c o u l d
I create a one-of-a'kind Public/
i  semi -pr iva te  sus ta inab le ,
I green, eco-friendlY golf and
I community club. And bui ld
I the rest of it as a dedicated
I Earth-friendly sports center'
People could come and visit it
and then come and exPlore
what the rest of  Cleveland
Heights, South Euclid and the
rest of the region has to offer.
We would create PartnershiPs
with one or more of the re-
gion's schools and universities
to have it be an official venue

for  go l f - re la ted  sPor t ing
events.

We could taP the green and
progressive communitY in our
communities to develoP one of
the first sustainable golf and
c o m m u n i t y  c l u b s  i n  t h e
United States, It would bring
in tons of moneY and visitors
from the outside. I t  would
create jobs, greater demand
for housing, and increase the
tax base for both South Euclid
and Cleveland Heights.

The key to fullY utilizing
this incedible asset to its best
potential is to use it to bring
in visitors and moneY from
the outside. We know whY it's
important for the develoPer to
do th is  dea l  now.  And we
know why it's imPortant for
Oakwood Country Club to do
the deal now. What about all
the residents and businesses
in the region? How is it going
to affect everYone else?

South Eucl id should stop
the rezoning now. And we
should have a Public forum
that will put that land to crea-
tive use to bring more money
and jobs into the region.

Les Proctor
Cleveland Heights



Don't let short-sighted politicians destroy treasure of 0akwood
The residents of South Eu-

clid, Cleveland Heights and
the surrounding areas must
not let short sighted Politi-
cians and opportunistic devel-
opers destroy the treasure of
0akwood. We must not allow
f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  b e
robbed of this 144-acre mas-
terpiece recreation facilitY
and home to natural wildlife.

Let's face it. We do not need

additional retail and housing.
There is retail vacancy in ev'
ery nearby shopping area, in'
cluding Cedar Center South,
University Square, Severance
Center, Mayfield Road and
Warrensville Center Road. We
do not need more housing.
There is currently more than
enough housing inventory on
the market to meet demand
for many years to come.

S o u t h  E u c l i d  C o u n c i l -
woman Jane Goodman argues
that South Euclid needs the
additional financial revenues

tha t  a  re ta i l  deve lopment
would bring. Fair enough. The
sur round ing  communi t ies
should help support the main-
taining of Oakwood as a pub-
lic golf and family recreation
facility. The residents ofthese
communities, should then, in
turn, share in the benefit with
reduced fees or special privi-
leges.

The lu re  o f  easy  money
makes it tempting for a citY to
sell of our beautiful resources.
In his June 9 let ter to Sun
News. Tom Schuster of South
Eucl id makes an excel lent

plea for an open tour for resi-
dents to see for themselves
the "jewel" of Oakwood be-
fore it is lost forever.

We need more places for
families to recreate, to walk
and to  en joy  the  ou tdoors
away from the hectic daily
stresses. We need more alter-
natives for our young people
to compete with their atten-
tion to TV, computers and cell
phones. We need green space,
not another parking sPace.

Don Czapski
Owner

The UPS Store, Cedar Center
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another  shopPing  area  or
ln more retail space. Cedar Cen'
h ter North is currently under
il development and will suPPlY

Oakwood could be equivalent of New York's Central Park
Sffangely absent from most

discussions regarding the fu-
ture of Oakwood Country Club
is the idea of maintaining it as
a golf course.

No other golf course in the
state of Ohio is surrounded bY
more people with disposable
income who wish to PlaY an
o u t s t a n d i n g  c o u r s e ,  T h e
course, of significantlY higher
quality than nearby Highland
Park, would receive extensive
use and cou ld  we l l  tu rn  a
pr"ofit fur the cities involved.

On certain days or hours,

sections of the course could
be turned into public walking
areas. Cross country skiing,
sledding and snowmobiling
are other options. The club-
house could be rented for Par-
ties, The pool could help make
up for the closure of Quarry/
Denison park, People of all
ages would have employment
opportunities. And we would
have the equivalent of New
York 's  Cent ra l  Park ,  sur '
r o u n d e d  b y  U n i v e r s i t y
Heights, Cleveland Heights
and South Euclid.

The course could even be
altered a bit to make room for
high-end housing, apartment
complexes  and even some
special ty retai l  s imi lar to
areas near Myrtle Beach. This
will require imagination, de'
termination and cooPeration
between cities and possibly
county and state government.

Is there not enough current
room for retail expansion on
the north side of Cedar Cen-
ter? Is the demand so great
that we must plow up the most
significant remaining green

space in the eastern suburbs?
Can we not see 20 years ahead
and real ize the benef i ts of
beauty and green space to our
housing values?

Maintain one of the crown
j e w e l s  o f  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f
Cleveland. Involve leaders
from the surrounding cities
and the county. Create a mul-
ti-use golf course, park and
real estate/retail venture that
will be treasured bY residents
for decades to come.

Paul Ferguson
Clevelond Heights


