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Let's sit down, think regionally to preserve our communities
Councilwoman Jane Goodman, in her

June 2 letter to the editor about Oakwood
says, "If our neighbors to the west truly
want to consider us part of their commu-
nity, I invite them to share the tax re-
ceipts from their existing retail before
they demand we forego the opportunity
to have our own."

My ne ighbors  and I  in  C leve land
Heights have actively promoted regional
thinking on this issue and would be very
happy to do as Goodman suggests, and
work out a tax'sharing plan and contrib-
ute tax dollars in order to preserve Oak-
wood. In fact, we are already doing that.

South Euclid city' officials have been
factoring in Cleveland Heights and Uni-
versity Heights tax dollars for the past
four years in Cedar Center and are now
factoring them in for Oakwood. All of Ce-

dar Center and Oakwood are in the CH-
UH school district; 75 percent of the
property taxes go to the school districts.
So. the increased valuation of Oakwood
will go to CH-UH.

Except that South Euclid is going to
accept Ll3 of Oakwood as a donated
"park." These 21 acres will not contrib-
ute to anyone's taxes even though about
half of it will be used by the developer
for stormwater management that he is
o b l i g a t e d  b y  l a w  t o  p r o v i d e .  W h y
shouldn't First Interstate pay taxes on 10
acres of land that wi l l  operate as the
site's stormwater management system?

If  they do not pay taxes on this 10
acres, then this is tax abatement to First
Interstate, and lost revenue to the CH-
UH school district that we will have to
make up some other way.

South Euclid is still in neeotiation with

the CH-UH school district over the total
tax abatement to be offered to the Coral
Company in order for them to develop
Cedar Center. Although it has changed
many times over the last four years, the
last I heard it was 100 percent abatement
for 30 years. This negotiation is being
pressed by South Euclid at the same time
the CH-UH voters are told they will face
a school levy in the fall.

Y e s ,  C o u n c i l w o m a n ,  C l e v e l a n d
Heights and University Heights would
love to sit down and talk with you about
tax sharing. It's about time we had the
opportunity to do so.

Let's all sit down and talk and think
regionally to preserve our communities,
and position ourselves for success for
many years to come.

Fran Mentch
Cleveland Heiohts

S o u t h  E u c l i d  r e s i d e n t s
came out in force May 25 to
let their City Council know
that the proposal to rezone the
Oakwood Country Club prop-
erty to permit a big box shop-
ping center is controversial,
and that any rezoning ordi-
nance should be put on the
ballot for the people's vote.

Most media c0verage of the
hearing'  reported that more
than half of the South Euclid
residents who spoke at the
hearing were against the re-
zoning. In all, 53 South Euclid
residents and 19 Cleveland
Heights residents made re-
marks for the record.

Citizens for Oakwood hired
a court reporter to record and

t ranscr ibe  the  hear ing  to
create a reliable, unbiased re-
cord. Once we have received
the complete transcript, we
will make the findings public.

Prior to the hearing, about
28 supporters of Citizens for
Oakwood ral l ied in front of
South Euclid City Hall with
signs protesting the rezoning
and support ing the mainte-
nance of the entire Oakwood
property as a public park. At
least one major media outlet
reported that 50 people dem-
onstrated. We were flattered
by that estimate, but think it
was a little inflated.

Citizens for Oakwood con-
s is ts  o f  South  Euc l id  and
Cleveland Heights residents
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Majority of S. Euclid residents spoke against Oakwood project
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who are dedicated to the fol-
lowing objectives:

O Stop  b ig  box  re ta i l  a t
Oakwood.

O Deve lop  Cedar  Center
now.

O Support  our local busi-
nesses.

O Protect greenspace.

O Take action to save our
neighborhoods.

We believe in our commu-
nity. We encourage readers of
the Sun Messenger and the
Sun Press to join us. Visit Citi-
zensFor0akwood.corg.

Carla Rautenberg
Cleveland Heiohts


