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Oakwood could become a park,
just like those in Shaker Heights

As a  res ident  o f  Shaker
Heights, one of the reasons I
choose to live in this city is its
proximity to the Shaker Lakes
parks and the Shaker Lakes
N a t u r e  C e n t e r ,  w i t h  i t s
wooded trails, Many of us are
eternally grateful to the citi-
zen committee that worked
tirelessly, and successfullY,
years ago to prevent a major
highway (and the commercial
development sure to follow)
f r o m  b e i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d
through these areas that are
now set aside exclusivelY for
recreation, education and the
enjoyment of nature.

The Metroparks of the Em-
erald Necklace, marvelous as
they are, are miles away from
most of our inner-ring sub-
urbs. But, for those who maY
have just an hour or so of
spare time, we can walk or
have a  shor t  d r ive  to  our
Shaker parks and watch rest-
ing and feeding migrat ing
warblers and ducks on their
way north or south, many va-
rieties of year-round resident
birds, mammals and amPhibi-
ans ,  en joy  a  p icn ic  in  the
woods, study wildflowers, in-
d igenous p lan ts  and t ree
types, or just meditate or read
in peace outdoors, surrounded
by nature and a riparian envi-
ronment, away from the noise
of busy traffic.

The city of Shaker Heights
features its natural parks as
one of its most valuable amen-
ities when it markets our citY
as a great place to live for
people relocating from out of
town.

I  dr ive north, then back
south, on Warrensville Center
Road often to shopping cen-
ters and mal ls along Cedar
Road. The green stretch of the
former Oakwood grounds al-
ways seems a welcome resPite
from theincreasing develop-
ment that I pass around there'

It is hard to imagine that
the majority of residents of
Cleveland Heights and South
Euclid would prefer the de-
v e l o p m e n t  o f  e v e n  m o r e
shops, with the plethora that
already exists there, over a
park to enjoy in the midst of
our ever-diminishing natural
places and habitat for wild-
life!

Here's hoping they don't al-
low their  c i ty planning de-
partments and their cities' de'
sire for a larger commercial
tax base (probably a short-
term fix for the current finan-
cial  crunch most ci t ies are
facing) to destroy forever
what could be devoted com-
pletely to natural parkland,
instead.
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