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No more upscale housing, big
box retail is needed in the area

I cannot comprehend why
anyone thinks that we need
more so-called upscale hous-
ing and big box retail at Oak-
wood.  I  be l ieve  tha t  there
might even be an EPA issue
w i t h  t h e  b r o o k  r u n n i n g
through the middle of the
property.

The nor th  s ide  o f  Cedar
Road between Warrensville
Center and Fenwick has been
vacant for a few years. The
shopping center at Macy's is
only half occupied. Upscale
hous ing ,  to  the  bes t  o f  my
knowledge, sits empty, unless
the occupants never turn on
the lights. The lot at Lee and
Meadowbrook was made into
a park after two development

plans failed.

What would be so wrong
with Oakwood being a public
golf course, public tennis and
swim club, cross country ski-
ing in the winter, a confer-
ence center with a good res-
taurant,  or perhaps even a
bed and breakfast. The last
time that I checked, they were
not making any more open
space, Let's not destroy what
little is left.

Of  course  the  c i t ies  in -
volved would love to have the
tax dol lars,  but what about
what the citizens want.

Richard A. Hollis
Clevelond Heights

YOUR TURN

Time to trade up instead of selling out at Oakwood Cornmons
By Jordan Yin
Guest columnist

The controversial proposal
to develop the former Oak-
wood Country Club sounds
like d6jd vu.

In 1995, I was a co-leader of
the grassroots effort that op-
posed plans for the Oakwood
site to be developed as a big-
box shopping center. The de-
veloper dropped those plans
after plans to redevelop Sev-
erance Town Center were an-
nounced.

This time around it seems
unlikely that the Oakwood site
will be preserved as greens-
pace,  bu t  some innovat ive
planning and design could ad-
dress many concerns. Approv-
als for the development of
Oakwood Commons should be
done carefully and judiciously

s o  t h a t  S o u t h  E u c l i d  a n d
Cleveland Heights "trade up"
to a community asset, rather
than "sell out" for yet another
shopping center.

First ,  the development of
Oakwood Commons could be
environmentally-friendly and
strengthen the community.
It's admirable that the devel-
oper  in tends  to  bu i ld  eco-
friendly buildings that meet
the U.S. Green Building Coun-
ci l 's LEED standards. How-
ever, a new standard for mix-
ed-use land deve lopment ,
cal led LEED for Neighbor-
hood Development, uses certi-
fication guidelines measuring
the overall sustainability of
large-scale developments.

LEED-ND prescr ibes the
use of green buildings, as well
as the availability of transpor-
tation options, inclusion of a
variety ofland uses, preserva-

t ion of ecological  features,
provision of community-serv-
ing features and a healthy re-
lationship between the devel-
opment and the surrounding
community. Striving toward
this standard would address
m a n y  c o n c e r n s  a n d  h e l p
create a community asset.

Second, residents have a le-
gitimate concern about being
left with a blighted eyesore if
a shopping center is built but
fails. Some forrner retail areas
have been creatively used as
schools and business parks;
however, most abandoned su-
perstores simply si t  at  the
side of the road, slowiy decay-
ing for decades.

The development of Oak-
wood Commons could incor-
porate methods that promote
its long-term use and re-use.
An approach cal led Form-

Based Coding calls for the de-
velopment of bui ldings and
districts that can be used for
multiple purposes over suc-
cessive generat ions, rather
than single-use bui ldings or
complexes that are often diffi-
cult to reuse once the orieinal
use is discontinued,

The future of the Oakwood
site has been controversial for
many years now and while its
development carries big risks,
it may also have great possi-
bilities.

Yinis a 1988 graduate of
Clevelqnd Heights High
School and teaches urban
planning at W estern Michigan
U niv er sity in Kalamazo o,
Mich. He was a co-leader of
the Community Co atrition to
Stop the Mart.


