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I 'd like to thank those who South Euclid and 48 acres
came t0 speak at our publ ic along Warrensvi l le,  f rom
hearing on the Oakwood Club about Wandsworth to Corwin,
proposal, and who sent letters in the Cleveland Heights sec-
express ing  the i r  op in ions .  t ion ,  So we wou ld  see bo th
Many offered good ideas and economic benefit and public
val id concerns. We' l l  take greenspace. New York's Cen-
those and weave what we can tral Park was created as a
into our decision-making and beautiful solution to a public
thedes igns forwhatevergoes  hea l th  p rob lem in  a  c i ty
there. where mi l l ions of residents

It appeared not everyone lived in apartments with no
had seen or heard details of private greenspace or access
the proposal. Many seemed to nature. We have an abun-
not to have correct 0r com- dance of yards and publ ic
plete information, but seemed parks. No comparison'
to be relying on scare stories O Creek protection: No in-
or using past trends or global crease in stormwater runoff is
data that may not apply to this ailowed, by law. Any develop-
part icular place or t ime. ment must comply with EPA
Some, who don't bear the re- rules as well as our own city's
sponsibility for solving some codes that protect streams.
of the real challenges facing With riparian buffers, perme-
onr ci ty,  suggested we able paving, bioswales, nat ive
shouldn't consider money as a plants and more trees, and
cri ter ia,  I  would remind al l  lots of interpret ive signage,
that sustainabi l i ty is about this si te would teach how to
ecology, equity and economy. reduce runoff, and potentially

O Greenspace: About half discount sewer fees. There is
the club land would remain no wet land on the si te,  but
undeveloped greenspace - 21. there would be, along with the
acres and another acre of ri- diverse new wildlife habitat it
par ian (creekside) land in br ings.

O Retail: South Euclid has
no large retail. Businesses in
neighboring municipal i t ies
don't pay taxes to our city. We
may want to think regionally,
but we can only act locally.
South Euclid taxpayers alone
pay for c i ty services. I f  our
neighbors to the west truly
want to consider us part  of
the i r  communi ty ,  I  inv i te
them to share the tax receipts
from their existing retail be-
fore they demand we forego
the opportunity to have our
own.

O Couldn't it be offices or a
farm or a senior living center?
Yes, there are other potential
usds for the property, some of
which don't require rezoning.
The north end of the club is,
in fact,  proposed as senior
residential around the club-
house, But aside from resi-
dential, or other commercial,
which would still entail build-
ing over the greenspace and
l i k e l y  n o t  i n c l u d e  p u b l i c
parks, they are primarily tax-
exempt uses.

O Vacant stores: Yes, there
are about 30 vacant stores in
S o u t h  E u c l i d ,  m o s t l y  t o o
smal l ,  without parking, or
otherwise not suitable for the
type of shopping people do
these days or will want to do
in the future. This is an ap-
ples-oranges argument that
has no bearing,

O Big boxes are bad, except
when they're Ikea? Much of
this is about not liking Wal-
m a r t .  T h o s e  w h o  s a y  " w p
don't want big box retail but
an Ikea would be just great"
should know an Ikea is twice
the size of a Walmart Super-
center. We all hope any stores
coming into our city are qual-
ity vendors, but let's not pre-
tend there isn't a bit of snob-
bery going on here.

O Wouldn' t  these be low-
paying jobs? So? They might
not all be executive-leveljobs,
but i f  we are to regrow our
economy, train young people
to work, allow them to enter
the workforce and offer added
i n c o m e  t o  o l d e r  w o r k e r s ,
these are exactly the jobs that
do that, And there'd be a lot of
them, close to home.

O Build Cedar Center first:
That's exactly what's already
h a p p e n i n g .  C o m e  s e e  f o r
yourse l f .  Yes ,  i t ' s  tak ing
longer than we'd hoped, and
yes, we're pushing for more
greenspace there ,  bu t  i t ' s
mov ing  ahead.  Leases  are
signed, designs are being re-
vised. But,  a L2-acre Cedar
Center North couldn' t  possi-
bly provide the space, variety
or  revenue we 'd  see f rom
Oakwood.

O Interci ty competi t ion.
Really? Residents and busi-
ness owners in a city that has
lots of commercial  revenue
and lots of greenspace protest
when the community next
door tries to create new busi-
nesses of i ts own, or might
wind up being a new home for
one of the businesses they
now have - which they pro-
fess to despise anyway - and
we're the bad guys? Really?

O The new urban future.
Populat ions are dwindl ing,
people are moving away. Yes,
and that's why the future of
inner ring suburbs lies in cre-
a t ing  dense,  var ied ,  ac t i ve
spaces right in the middle of
e v e r y t h i n g .  W h o l e  F o o d s
chose this area because it's in
the geographic center of the
densest population with the
right amount of disposable in-
come on the east side.

When you plan for the revi-
talization of a city, you don't
plan for what's past, you learn
from it and plan for the fu-
ture. We've learned we can't
jus t  be  a  hous ing  c i ty ,  we
need to be a whole ci ty.  We
need to  have ameni t ies  in
place and be a magnet when
sprawl becomes unsustain-
able, when energy costs make
small homes more attractive,
when boomers downsize and
want to live in walkable com-
munities and have everything
they want, and not just what
someone e lse  th inks  they
need, right here.

Jane Goodman
Councilwoman, City of South Euclid
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