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S. Euclid is not 'retail deprived'
I am writing to reiterate

what I already stated at a pub-
lic hearing I attended a few
weeks ago and to put i t  in
writing.

I believe it is the job of the
South Euclid Planning Com-
mission to take under consid-
eration what will be best for
the city of South Euclid over
the long run and also to hear
what the citizens of the city
want,

They have to know that big
box retail is ugly, not environ-
mentally'friendly and not eco-
nomioally sound or sustain-
a b l e .  W e  a r e  n o t  " r e t a i l
d e p r i v e d "  ( a s  M i t c h e l l
Schneider insisted in a recent
radio interview) heie in South
Euc l id .  Sure  we cou ld  use
some more income and prop-
erty tax dollars,,but at what
cost? Our natural resources
are the greatest legacy we
c o u l d  l e a v e  f u t u r e
generations, our green spaces
are our most precious com-

modi ty .  And once they ' re
gone, they're gone for good.

Whenever I speak to any-
one about the possibility of
big box (or other) retai l  at
Oakwood, they are horrified.
Most  fo lks ,  however ,  jus t
don't have the time in their
busy lives as they struggle to
survive aird support  their
families to say or do anything
about  i t ,  Or  they 've  been
beaten down by "the powers
that be" so many times that
they're too mired in discour-
agement to believe that their
voices will be heard or make a
difference. I am speaking for
them as well as myself.

And no one wants big box
car or truck traffic, parking
lot lighting or acres of con-
crete, and commercial Dump-
s ters  in  the i r  back  yard ,
Would you?

So please, don't rezone Oak-
wood!

Colleen Clark
South Euclid
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Oakwood Commons complies
with city's comprehensive plan
This letter is to clarifY mis-

information published in re-
cent letters to the editor of the
SunMessenger and the Sun
Press.

First Intefstate is asking for
a rezoning, not ,a change in
South Euclid's zoning laws.
Ek is t ing  laws a l low C i ty
Council to rezorlb property
under certain circumstances,
including those present in this
case - a change in land use
and proposed new develop-
ment.

Regarding the city's com-
prehensive plan, Oakwood
Commons supports two major
objectives clearly stated in
that plan: the need to Pre-
serve open green space and
the 'need to increase South
Euclid's commercial tax base.
If you read the entire plan
(available on the citY's web-
site) rather than excerPting a
brief section. it is obvious our

proposal to rezone 40.7 acres
for retai l  and set aside 21
acres for open green space
supports the plan's broader
goals. That is why McKenna &
A s s o c i a t e s  r e c o m m e n d e d
South Euclid update the sec-
tion ofthe plan addressing the
Oakwood property,

Further, consideration of
this request for rezoning is
not "spot zoning." This issue
has been reviewed by South
Euclid and the reality is that
there are additional immedi-
ately adjacent properties on
Warrensvi l le Center Road
that are currently zoned and
used for commercial activity.
Thank you for the opportunity
to set the record straight,

Mitchell Schneider
Lyndhurst

Schneider is president of First
Inter state P r op erties.


