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Reporfi Area to benefit from proiect
Study paid for by South Euclid shows positives of proposed Oakwood development

By Jeff Piorkowski
jpiorkow ski @su nnew s.com

SOUTH EUCLID - A report paid fpr by
the city states the proposed retail devel-
opment at the oakwood country club
si te along Warrensvi l le Center Road
would be beneficial to the area.

In its report, dated March 2, McKenna
Associates Inc. of Cleveland Heights,

recommends the South Euclid Planning
Commission approve rezoning the prop-
erty from its current residential zoning
to commercial use,

The report states the development, be-
ing planned by First  Interstate Ltd.,
would not be detrimental to adjacent
property owners, wo,irld be consistent
with the city's development plans, and
would serve as a "natural extension of
existing non-residential uses in close

proximity to the (development site)."
The McKenna report, for which the

city paid $5,300, states the development
would benefit "pedestrian circulation" in
that i t  would include new sidewalks,
would be a bike friendly development,
add pedestrian crosswalks and include a
new bus shelter.

The report goes on to say the develop-
ment would increase and diversify the
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'Land Use and Oakwood'topic of forum tonight
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city's tax base and be environ-
mentally friendly, in addition
to adding 21. acres of park
land to a city that now has just
36 acres of parks.

It also concludes the city's
existing infrastructure and
services are adequate to han-
dle the additional uses; the re-
zoning would maintain health,
safety and general  welfare
levels; and add economic, so-
cial and environmental bene-
fits that would "outweigh any
potential negative impacts" to
the city.

Heavier traffic

First  Interstate recent ly
had a traffic study conducted
to determine the impact of the
development, which would in-
clude both large retailers (one
storefront would measure at
least 100,000 square feet), and
smaller ones.

It was determined 999 vehi-
cle trips would be added dur-
ing peak hours along War-
r e n s v i l l e  C e n t e r  R o a d .
Mitchell Schneider, president
of First Interstate, will create
an escrow account that wi l l
serve to alleviate any possible
t ra f f i c  p rob lems tha t  a re
found to arise from the devel-
opment.

ln opposition

Fran Mentch, president of
the grassroots group Citizens
for 0akwood, is a Cleveland
Heights resident leading oP-
position to the development.

Mentch said the McKenna
report was commissioned to
"resolve a conf l ict  between

Future Heights will host a
community forum entitled
"Land Use and Oakwood" at
7 p.m. today at Forest Hill
Church, 3031 Monticel lo
Blvd., Cleveland Heights.

The free event wi l l  in-
clude discussion of the is-
sues and long-term implica-
t i o n s  o f  r e d e v e l o p m e n t
projects like the one being

t h e  c i t y ' s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e
(master) plan of 1999 and the
rezoning of Oakwood Country
Club."

That 1999 comprehensive
plan states residential devel-
opment would be preferred at
Oakwood.

"We would like the city to
not rezone and to follow the
master plan that it should stay
zoned residential," she said.
"Ultimately, we would like to
see i t  preserved as greens-
pace. It would create the life-
style people want."

Mentch would l ike to see
South Eucl id develop Cedar
Center North, as it is doing,
and leave Oakwood green.

She said i f  the rezoning is
turned down, other develop-
ers would not see the site as
desirable. That would, in turn,
al low a residents group to
raise money and purchase the
site.

A city official answers
South Eucl id Community

Services Director Keith Ben-
jamin, however, said in other
deve lopments  in  the  area ,
when a developer is turned
down for rezoning, i t  opens
the door to a possible lawsuit
against the city. That, he said,
could cost taxpayers millions

proposed on  the  fo rmer
O a k w o o d  C o u n t r y  C l u b
property.

Discuss current and fu-
ture land-use and redevel-
opment needs and priorities
for Cleveland Heights, Uni-
versity Heights and South
Euclid, and residents of all
three communities are en-
couraged to attend.

of dollars, as in the case of the
Costco development in May-
f ield Heights several  years
ago.

"Regardless of any of our
personal opinions, including
my own, about what Oakwood
should be," Benjamin said,
"the reality is that First Inter-
state has purchased and owns
the 65 acres that reside in
South Euclid."

Oakwood cons is ts  o f  165
acres, with the remainder in
Cleveland Heights.

Benjamin said South Euclid
is following Ohio law in con-
sidering the rezoning.

"A zoning change in Ohio is
a question of the type of land
use. permitted, not the specific
user of the land," he said. As
an example, Benjamin said if
a  z o n i n g  c h a n g e  w e r e  r e -
quested to change a property
from commercial use to resi-
dential, the city could not ask
who will live in the house be-
fore deciding without discrim-
inating.

"Even i f  City Counci l  re-
jects the rezoning," Benjamin
said, "First Interstate will still
own the property,  and the
Oakwood site (with its current
residential zoning) could still

I Romeo sets meetins

be developed to include new
homes, churches and religious
congregations, public and pri-
vate schools, universities, dor-
mitories, type-A daycares, li-
braries, museums, places of

human care, etc.
"At the end of the day, it is

my understanding that the
city's determination must be
based on the use, and not the
user,"

See more South Euclid news
a t  c l e v e l a n d . c o m /
south-euclid.

Contact Piorkowski at
(21.O 986-5862.


