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SourH Eucr,rp - City officials
seeking public input about rezon-
ing 40.7 acres of the former Oak-
wood Country Club property met
some flerce resistance WednesdaY
from Cleveland Heights residents
but heard support from their con'
stituents.

A standing-room-only crowd of
more than 200 heard gomments
about rezoning the site, which
straddles the South Euclid 'Cleve-
land Heights border.

Mitchell Schneicler, president of
First Interstate, plans to build
O a k w o o d  C o m m o n s ,  a
325,ooo-square foot project that
will include national retailers and
restaurants along with 21 acres of
parkland,

In a unanimous vote APril 14,,
South Euclid's planning commis-
sion recommended rezoning the
former golf course offWarrensville
,Center Road for big-box shopPing
retail.

A final decision from city coun-
cil on rezoning won't be reached
for several weeks. Keith Benjamin,
South Euclid development direc-
tor, said public comments will be
cliscussecl among council members
along with Schneitler's final pro-
posal.

Before the meeting, about 50
members of the Severance Neigh-
borhood Organization of Cleve-
land Heights protested outside
South Euclid City Hall against
"building of bigbox retail."

But spokeswoman Fran Mentch
said their efforts might be in vain.
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" I 'm  su re  we  won ' t  have
much of an impact," Mentch
said. "They'll vote to rezone be-
cause they're totally for the de-
velopment. They haven't con-
sidered all sides of the matter;
To  g i ve  t h i s  l and  to  re ta i l
stores we tlon't need is horri-
ble. I 'm not against develop-
ment . . . I'm against big box re-
tail."

Lau re l  F reede r .  ano the r

Cleveland Heights res ident ,
said development on a former
premier golf course makes no
sense given recent water rate
hikeq.

A riumber of South Euclid
residents favored rezoning.

"Opponen ts  t a l k  aga ins t
mal ls  l ike Eucl id  and Rich-
mond Heights that are dying,
but not one mall here has ever
closed," said Linda Green, a
25-year-resident. "And we have
so much park and green space
i n  S o u t h  E u c l i d  . . .  t h e r e ' s
plenty of parkland. We need
tax money and jobs for our res-
idents and good stores.  We
can't all afford to shop at Leg-
acyVillage."

James  Maruna ,  who  has
lived in South Euclid for 60
years, said tzix revenue from
the project will be greater than
anyth ing the c i ty  current ly
has.

Tulla Dallas, a S5-year resi-
dent ,  sa id Schneider  should
consider building senior apart-
ments,  whi le  Michael  Kle in
said he'd like to see a smaller
public golf course.

Schneider  was impressed
with the turnout and was en-
couraged by the support.

"Opponents involved in a
public project are more likely
to come and voice clispleasure
than people who support it,"
he said. "It's fantastic that 50

percent of South Euclid resi-
dents came out toilight to sup-
port it. That's a great result for
a public hearing.

He said the property was on
the market for more than a
year and unofficially longer
than that.

" S o m e b o d y  c o u l d  h a v e
stepped forward to preserve it
as a golf course, park or green
space had they been inter-
ested," he said,

He said his plan to develop
the front 4,0 of 63 acres and
preserve the other 21 as pub-
licly ownecl "is a nice balance."
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