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Souru Eucr,ro - The city's
Planning Commission }eard 

'a

variety of opinions Thursday
night at a public hearing about
rezoning 40.7 acres of the for-
mer Oakwood Country Club
property.

Some people agreed with the
city's option to rezone the prop-
erty for busihess or residential
use, while others adamantly op-
posed development of more na-
tional chain stores and restau-
rants,

An overflow crowd of more
than 150 made up of South Eu-
clid and Cleveland Heights resi-
tlents attended the meeting,

No decision was made. Paul
Kowalczyk, the city's building
commissioner, said the Plan-
ning Commission will .consider

April. The city will hold one
more public hearing, which
would be at least 30 days before
making afinal decision.

Seyeral residents were hoping
the property would be parkland,
but South Euclicl Councilwoman
Jane Goodman,, who spoke at
the meeting, said the choice by
Mitchell Schneider, president of
First Interstate, is not between
commercial or parkland use. It's
between commercial and resi-
dential.

Mitchell will also soon pur-
chase the other 90 acres of the
Oakwood Country Club properry
in Cleveland Heights, which is
why those resiclents attended
the public hearing. He paid $1.8
million for the South Euclid
property and is likely to pay
more than $2.5 million for the
Cleveland lleights portion,

Mitchell is planning to build
O a k w o o d  C o m m o n s ,  a

parkland. i
"SOuth Euclid sehootrs need

revenue, and werhave very little
business here,li said Carol West,
a South Euclid resident for 37
years, 'TVe don't need aWalmart
or Home Depot, but I'd welcome
a Legacy Village-type of busi-
ness."

More vocal speakers pointed
out that Oakwood Commons
would become a traffic night-
mare and add noise, pollution
and crime to an otherwise quiet
eommunity.

"This will be a tough decision
given the emotional feelings of
the people," said Keith Benja-
min, South Euclid development
director. "The decision will be
based on what the city can do le-
gally with the zoning law."

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
pgalbincea@plaind.com,
2 16-999-5 159
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