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,Sourn Eucr,ro - A half-dozen
people spoke Monday night against a
developer's plans to build big-box
stores and other retail on a portion of
the Oalwood CounkyClub ploperly.

Residents of South Euclid and
neighboring Cleveland Heights
stressed their desire to see the historic
coun@ dub land turned into a public
park during discussion at South Eu-
clid's city muncil ineeting. But park-
land was not on the table Monday, as
council members got their first look at
a request to rezone ,[0.7 acres of the
152-acre site for bmmercial use.

First Int€rstate Properties boWht 62
acres last month and plans to cliwy up
the land between retail and green
space. The'Lyndhurst-based dweloper
has an option to buy the 92 acres in
Clweland Heights until April30.

Along Warrensville Center Road,
the Oakwood property offers First
Interstate an opportunity to capture
heavy traffic in the eastern suburbs
and to bring major retailers to a
cash-strapped city that seems un-
likely to put up a fight. Severa]
South Euclid residents would prefer
to see green space, but the loudest
protests are coming from Cleveland
Heights, where a neighborhood
group has launched a letter-writing
and fundraising campaign to turn
Oalavood into a park,

'TVe're sitting like a homeless guy
with a tin can held up," Jane Good-
man. the South Euc]id council-
woman whose ward includes the
Oakwood property, said in an inter-
view, 1'416 somebody comes and
gives us enough money to live on for
an entire year and says You'll get
this for the next 20 years.'
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"If we said TrTo thanks,' I can't
imagine that our residents would
appreciate that. I don't mind a
knight on a white horse," Good-
mansaid.

Residents opposed to the proj-
ect argue that the eastern sub-
urbs don't need more shopping;
that more clevelopment will hurt
existing retail, from small busi-
nesses to Severance Town Center
in Cleveland Heights; and that
South Euclid could be passing on
the chance to have one of the
premiere parks in Northeast
Ohio.

"I want my public officials to
think outside the big box, i.e. the
big-box store," Kathy Schaefer, a
60-year-old South Euclid resi-
tlent, toldthe council members.

At its largest, First Interstate's
Oakwood project could include
several large national retailers, a
bevy of smaller stores and a
handful of restaurants. On the
154.acre site, the developer is
considering 63 acres of.rcilail,22

acres of apartments in Cleveland
Heights and 69 acres of green
space, which would be spread be-
tween the two cities. That full-
blown development could repre-
sent a $165 million'investment.

But Mitchell Schneiiler, presi-
dent of First Interstate. has said
in an interview he could build a
shopping center in South Euclid
alone - with or without Cleve-
land Heights, During the coming
weeks, South Euclid's council
and its planning commission will
review the rezoning proposal
that was introduced Monday
night at a series of public meet-
ings.

Fran Mentch, a Cleveland
Heights resident, is leading an ef-

fort to raise gl rnillion, find
matching partners and buy the
Cleveland Heights portion of
Oakwood for a park. Mentch and
other members of the Severance
Neighborhood Organizat ion
spent months working with the
Trust for Public Land and other
groups on a failed attempt to buy
the golf course for green space.
They are pushing forward with a
grass-roots campaign,  even
though they cannot purchase the
Cleveland Heights portion of
Oakwood while First Interstate
has it under contract.

Mentch claims the Cleveland
Metroparks is willing to manage
the Oakwood property as a park.
But South Euclid officials say the
parks system is not interested in
the property. A Metroparks
spokeswoman said in an inter-
view Monday that the parks sys-
tem has made no commitments
regarding Oakwood.

The century-old, once-exclu-
sive private Jewish country club
closed in April because of declin-,
ing membership, a trend at pri-
vate clubs across the country be-
cause of a tough economy and
changing demographics.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
mjarboe@plaind,com, 2 16-999-4830
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